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In The World of Things
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I. Artworks are labelled with the artists’ names. Artworks can
be located on the map in the bottom right-hand corner.
II. Objects are labelled with letters. Visitors can locate these in
Bay 19.
III. Dotted lines map out some possible relations.
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The Non-phyiscal Geography of
the Exhibition, Awlfully Wonderful

Hayden Folwer

Deborah Kelly
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This instrument was used in
conjunction with the
photographic plates taken with
the astrographic cameras
supplied for the 'Mapping the
Stars' project.
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The exhibition will involve a series
of talks, screenings and symposia in
which artists, designers, scientists
and authors will be invited
participate. A catalogue will be
published including texts and works
by artists.
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It explores how these
different things function as
experimental and philosophical
tools. Scientific visualisations and
apparatus are placed in dialogue
with artworks, including paintings,
installations, video, digital and
interactive pieces.
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G. Carte de Ciel measuring
instrument
In 1887 astronomers from around
the world embarked on a massive
new enterprise; known as the
Carte du Ciel (Mapping the Stars)
project it involved photographing
and measuring the stars in both
hemispheres. Australia was
actively involved in project with
observatories in Sydney,
Melbourne, and Perth keen to
participate in this international
project. Each observatory was
allocated a zone of the sky and
was expected to record it using
instruments of a standard pattern.
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E. Edison’s phonograph
Edison Phonograph and 6
records. ("Home") plays 2"
cylindrical records. Serial No.
234305 (LC) Made by Thomas A
Edison, New Jersey, USA, c 1906
(OF
F. Spectroscope
This spectroscope was made by
German-born instrument maker
Adam Hilger, who opened his
premises in London in 1875. This
instrument must have been one of
the earliest spectroscopes made
by Hilger, as it was ordered in the
same year. The spectroscope
arrived in Sydney the following
year; before being sent to
Australia it was personally tested
by Hilger, who also sent
handwritten instructions and
diagrams on its use
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Awfully Wonderful is an opportunity to consider New Media practice
as an ongoing concern throughout
the history and narratives of science,
art and design. The intention of the
project is to empower new and
familiar audiences in their
engagement with New Media art
through the popular form of Science
Fiction, informed as it is by
advancements and innovation in
science, art and design. The Wonder
Chamber reveals both real and
imagined connections between
science and design objects, and
contemporary arts practices.

In these imaginary worlds real
scientific discoveries and technologies are combined with speculative
and fantastical future possibilities.
Truth and fiction mingle to create
powerful new ways of understanding our present and preparing for
our future.

cience Fiction is a potent
cultural expression of the
impact of science and
technology on society. In visual
art and design, as in film and
literature, artists use the mode
of science fiction to open up
imaginary worlds and
alternative spaces where
different social, political and
personal possibilities can be
explored.
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D. Barlow’s wheel
Electromagnet used to demonstrate the existence of electrcity.

I. Sinclair ZX80
Sinclair ZX80 personal
computer, or home computer, is
a white plastic unit, encasing a
single printed circuit board. At
the front of the unit is a small
black keypad, the black sheet of
plastic printed in grey and red
forms a QWERTY keyboard,
with each key having multiple
functions. On the top of the
unit printed in black and
orange is the name of the
manufacture and model
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H: Electronmssage
Personal electrotherapeutic
devices, such as this one, were
first manufactured in the late
1800s. They came in various
forms and most claimed to
cure a fantastic array of
ailments. The 'violet ray' high
frequency apparatus was one
such device. Many people
must have sought relief from
their ills, aches and pains with
a 'violet ray' machine. Some
B. Theodolite
scholars believe these types of
Theodilite, copper & brass,
machines to be the first
William Cary, England, 19th
examples of electric sexual
century.(OF).
vibrators, as they were
claimed to be able to treat
C. Bird Automaton
'hysteria' in woman by being
Idea of the bird cyborg / robotics used internally. Others
/ machines imitating life but
thought they were examples
never with ease
of 'quack medicine' peddled
Do Androids Dream of Electric
by fraudulent physicians
Sheep – Philip K Dick
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A. Circumferentor
Seven surveyors instruments,
claimed to have been used in
survey of NSW & QLD borders; 1
tape in case, 1 tape chain, 1
surveyor's compass in case made
by Angelo Tornaghi, Sydney, 1
large compass in case, 1
protractor in case, 1 large
theodolite in case, 1 small brass
theodolite in case (instruments
not complete) (SB)
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